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PREZ RELEASE

It is mid-January.  I am now a
week post-op total right knee
replacement.  Since I don’t
handle pain medications well, they
make me sick, I am one sorry
human Clump.  So, what is one to
do?  Get out and read old
Triumph Road &Track Road
Tests!  Thought you might be
interested in some of R&T’s
comments.   Oct. 1968
Comparison road test: Austin
Healey Sprite, Datsun 1600, Fiat
850 Spider, Triumph Spitfire.
“The straight-line acceleration of
the Spitfire was the best of the 4
cars tested.  In summing up, we
would fault the Spitfire on its
swing-axle rear suspension but
praise it for its driving position,
performance, comfortable ride,
pleasant appearance and engine
accessibility.”  “0-60 mph 13.6”.
April 1954, TR2 Road Test:
“Side curtains feature zipper flaps
for signaling and cigarette butt
discarding but should a driver
neglect to leave the zipper open,
entrance (with top up and curtains
in) is difficult because of
handleless doors.”  “0-50 mph
8.3, 0-60 MPH 12.2”.   June
1956 TR3 Road Test: “The
interior is snug and dry during the
heaviest downpour and sliding
(two panel) side windows give
good viability and easy hand
signaling.”   “The 1957 engine will
runup to at least 5500 rpm
occasionally without complaint
even though red-lined at 5000.”
“The Triumph is a genuine

enthusiast dual-purpose car; very
easy to drive, safe handling, a
potent performer. Durable and
economical.  In its price class (at
$2665) it has no competition.” “0-
50 mph 7.8. 0-60 mph 11.4”
May 1965 Triumph TR4A “The
new top of the TR4-A is a great
improvement over TR tops of yore.
Now it is a completely modern
folding top anchored at the front by
two smoothly working clamps and it
can be conveniently raise and
lowered by one person.” “Although
the optional i.r.s. will add about
$125-$150 to the delivered price of
the car, we can not imagine that
many buyers will chose the TR4-A
without it.”  “Now, with the
independent rear suspension and
the new top, the TR4A offers
Triumph drivers unprecedented
amount of handling, comfort and
convenience.”  “0-50 MPH 7.3, 0-
60 MPH 10.5”
This information was taken from
Road & Track Triumph Sports
Cars 1953- 1967.  Road & Track
also has books covering Triumphs
1967-1974 and Triumphs 1974-
1982.
With time on my hands I have
checked the following items off my
to do list: Pay my 2018 Triumph
Club dues, register and get hotel
reservations for the 28th Annual
Vintage Sports Car Rendezvous in
Thunder Bay. Ontario, June 7-10,
2018, register and get hotel
reservations for the 2018 VTR
National in La Crosse Wisconsin,
July 17-21. 2018, secure lodging

for Door County Triumph Run,
September 14-17,2018.  Time
for fellow Club Members to
check off their Triumph 2018
to-do list.
Unfortunately, I will may not be
physically able to attend our
Triumph Club Winter Party on
January 29,2018 or February 8,
2018.  Hope to see you yahoos
soon.
Happy motoring,
 Jon/Jack Meier, 1958 TR3A
 President MN Triumphs
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MINUTES OF THE MINNESOTA TRIUMPHS

TR2/3/3A/3B - John Kallaus (952-891-5266)

TR4 - John Myers (507-633-2017)

TR4A - Larry Sanderson (507-775-6940)

TR250/TR6 - Orrin McGill (763-755-7765)

TR7 -Charles Setala (651-490-0489)

TR8 - Greg Gelhar  (763-424-6434)

Spitfire - Bill Gingerich (612-850-4072)

GT6 - Pat McFarland (763-427-5612)

Renown -

Citroën - A. Lindberg (651-292-8585)

Minnesota Triumphs

Tech Specialists
As a service to fellow members, club members with an expertise
in a particular model of Triumph have volunteered to act as tech
specialists for that model.  They don’t know everything but
they do know a lot.  So, if you have a question, give them a call.

The  Meetings will be held here:
Ol' Mexico Restaurante & Cantina

1754 Lexington Ave North
Roseville, MN 55113
Phone: 651-487-2847

Email: info@olmexico.com

Due to circumstances beyond our con-
trol there will be no Minutes this month
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La Crosse, WI Or Bust
Let’s Go For It.

Lets see some beautiful country and
have a great time at the The Radisson

in La Crosse, WI.
This should be the best VTR ever.

Look Who’s Going!
Greg & Carole Thompson
Terry & Sharon Neuman
Larry & Gayle Sanderson

Please  refer to
www.VTR2018.org

While waiting for the next cold
front here in S FL the temp has
just jumped to 75 as the wind is
now coming from the south.  As I
write all of MN Triumphs are
waiting for the next Arctic blast to
arrive also.  It takes about 2-3
days for MN cold to strike S FL
if it does at all.  It has been a long
week here for us in Florida and I
find I now shy away from the
NFL channel and any sports new
in papers or TV.  Our Vikings
were miraculous the week
before, but this past Sunday they
let the Eagles put on a clinic.
Oh well, our purple shirts are
now buried in the drawer in
hopes of a new season come this
August.  One thing for sure this
guy will never cheer for
Philadelphia as that town is
loaded with quite a few very
crude folks.  Saying nasty things
about our Millie, how dare them!!

This month my computer has
been working and it has put out
some invitations to lots of
sponsors.  I’m not at liberty to
say, but I will say all of a sudden
we at least have one surprise
vendor who is coming but I’ve
been nudging them to pony up to
GOLD status.  If we are lucky
they will go gold as they are
registered for a room or so at the
Radisson in LaCrosse.  I will say
this vendor coordinator stuff is
tuff when you are a hunt and
peck computer dumbo like me.
But it is happening.  When I get
to a certain point on incoming
dollars or parts I will defer my list
to those looking for ads for our
program booklet.

I hope our committee is planning
a nice full sized book with lots of
gloss and color as we saw in
Princeton.  Our vendors are
looking for that kind of wow
factor.

As I said last month all of our
members and those who read
Triumphs and Tribulation, the
award winning newsletter
produced by our own Orrin
McGill, should at least get your
reservation in for a room for this
July 17-21.  It will be a nice close
vacation in a quaint river town
with lots to do for those who are
not 100% tire kickers.  We are
downtown close to all the action
and the spirits flow in downtown
as LaCrosse once had 200 bars
in a three block portion of
downtown.  But there is more to
do than drown your sorrows if
you do not win a trophy when
you enter your car into concours.
Please go to www.radisson.com/
la-crosse/vtr and choose your
room rate either king city view for

$124 or 2 queens river view for
$134.  Then choose your vtr rate
in the drop box and next to the
pay screen.  Radisson has been
good to us and there’s no penalty
for canceling even up to the last
day.  Soooo get your rooms and it
will be a short trip of less than a
tank of gas.

But coming to VTR has one more
minor expense that you will have
no matter what convention you
attend.  That is you finally have to
be a member of VTR if you plan
to attend.  So the new year is here
and it is time to pony up your $35
to www.vtr.org.  Please, now is
the time to join VTR.  Also I
might remind you it is time to join
Mn Triumphs too if you have not
sent in your $25 for that.

Our little mansion in Boynton Beach
is open for guests.  Just call ahead for
reservations!

Larry Sanderson, your MN TR VTR
Liaison, 507 269 1500 or
myfriendlar@yahoo.com

VTR REPORT FEBRUARY 2018
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Triumph Calendar

See Intermarque Monthly at:
www.intermarque.org

FOOD for Thought
A calendar of ideas

of what we can do this year

MINNESOTA TRIUMPHS
SPORTS CAR CLUB
2018 EVENTS CALENDAR
Does not include tech sessions
(not yet scheduled)

FEBRUARY
8-Club meeting
17 - Boot and Bonnet Party @
Petroffs  MG club
952 893 9149 address is 5017
Kingsdale drive in Bloomington  
party starts at 6:30 pm or try
jjpetroff@comcast.net
 
24 - 10AM,  Tech Session
at new member Dan Booth’s
house at: 905 Magnolia Ave, St.
Paul, MN. Dan has a ’64 Spitfire
that needs to go back on the
frame. East of 35E on Maryland.

MARCH
8-Club meeting
24 - Go Kart Racing
https://www.mb2raceway.com/
locations/go-kart-racing-minneapolis-
mn/

APRIL
12-Club meeting
14-Tech Session
21 - Queen Mum Tour T.B.D.

28-Shakedown / Spring Tour
Doug Burch

MAY
10-Club meeting

12-*Intermarque in Osseo, MN
See Page 6

Memorial Day Weekend:
Drive the Brainerd International
Race Track with your Sports Car
See the BIR web site:
www.brainerdraceway.com/2013-
schedule/eventsbydate.html

24- 27 Rally in the Valley
See pages 14, 15

JUNE
02- Merlin’s Rest

09-CAF Hanger Dance, 6PM to
Midnight (host: Dick Leighnimger)

7- 10 -*Rendezvous in
Thunderbay, See pages 12&13

14-Club meeting

16-Antique tour (host: ?????)

23- All British Car Show (Jaguar)

21-26 Back to the 50s at MN
State Fair

xx-*Amery Auto Cross & Speed
Run in Amery, WI

26- Cherokee Park picnic (host:
????)

JULY
12-Club meeting

12-14 *Iola Car Swap & Show in
Iola, WI

17-21 VTR National, La Crosse,
WI

22-  9am – 4pm*10,000 Lakes
Concours in Excelsior, MN

28 - @ 2:00pm Meisville Mud
Hens vs. Lake City Serpents.

AUGUST
xx-Queen Mum Tour?

09-Club meeting

11-*Britfest in Hudson, WI
11- New London/New
Brighton Antique Car Run

24-25 Fagan Air Museum -
Granite Falls, MN

xx-*Amery Auto Cross & Speed
Run in Amery, WI

SEPTEMBER
8-*CAF Hanger Dance 6PM to
Midnight (host: Dick Leighninger)

8-*Wheels & Wings in Osceola,
WI

13-Club meeting

TBD -Summer Picnic (host: Phil
& Sue Ethier)

21-22*Waumandee Hillclimb in
Alma, WI

TBD-Mystery Tour (host
needed)

OCTOBER
11-Club meeting

20-Color Tour (host needed)

NOVEMBER
xx-High Tea (host: Gary & Barb
Stephenson)
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Eleven brave and hardy and good looking folks raised a glass to toast the New Year at
Birkmose Park in Hudson, WI at 7:49 am on 1-1-2018. The temp was –18 degrees. All
of these folks then went down to Dick’s Bar for a hearty breakfast which included
eggs,pancakes, bacon, sausage, hash browns, toast, breakfast potatoes, oatmeal and
coffee and bloodymarys. The group left Dick’s Bar after 9:30.     This fun pack
consisted of Clarence and Kate Westberg, Roger and Nora Kraemer, Jon and Jody
Meier, Tom and June Moerke, Chip Lederer, Doug Burch, and Pat Holt.

Happy New Year
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The 2017 Fall Colour Tour
by Erik Paulson

Saturday, October 14 was a day that exhibited stereotypically “English weather,”
starting out cold and overcast, eventually becoming drizzly and rainy. A fitting bit of
ambiance for a group of British sports car enthusiasts who gathered together to
enjoy a drive through the rural landscape of southeastern Minnesota and take in the
autumnal foliage.

Participating members began assembling around 10am at Sportsman’s Park in
Zumbro Falls, with the caravan consisting of TR4s, TR6s, a Spitfire, a GT6 and two
interlopers in the form of a C3 Corvette and a Volkswagen Golf GTI, the latter of
which sported signage advertising the tour and led the procession. The tour wound
its way to Wabasha and followed the Mississippi River to Winona, where there was a
pause at the visitor’s welcome center around 12:30pm for tea, treats and a bit of
socializing. While a couple of members returned to the metro, the rest of the tour
proceeded to Rushford for a fuel stop and then meandered along the scenic
bluffscape of highway 16 and the Root River to Lanesboro. Sylvan Park afforded a pit
stop and a bit of entertainment in the form of the local waterfowl before heading out
to the final destination of Preston. Lunch was at the Branding Iron Supper Club,
where good food and good conversation were had, the group was officially
welcomed by Mayor Kurt Reicks and Tourism Director Gabby Kinneberg. The final
touch was a stop to Erik Paulson’s storage unit, where members were introduced to
Sadie, his 1975 TR7 and inspected some of the work he has done on it.

It was a wonderful trip enjoyed by everyone who attended and we look forward to
the 2018 excoursion!
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Triumph Trader

Trader information Members’
notices run three months —
unless you tell the editor to
drop them earlier or keep them
running longer.  Dates in
parentheses indicate the first
month in which they ran.  Non-
member notices are published
at a rate of $5 per month.

WANTED
FOR SALE For Sale:

5 speed transmission from 76 TR7
$250.00
Complete rear axle assy, drum to
drum from 76 TR7  $50.00
2 new SU 1 1/4 dia carbs in the box
$550.00
Used Weber side draft DCOE 45
$300.00
Contact Roger Kraemer @ 651-
207-3920 or
spitsand7s@gmail.com

For sale: 1974 Triumph TR-6,
50,xxx mi., rusty, good motor
and 4 speed trans. Many good
parts, original tires. $1000.00
or best offer. 651-501-8377
Thank You, Donald Strom

For Sale: Hard top roof for
Triumph Spitfire 1500. Royal
Blue w/ White headliner.
Original glass. No rust. Asking
350.00 Call and leave mes-
sage. Beverly 715-669-3555
Thorp, WI.

For Sale: 1975 Triumph Spitfire
1500. Royal Blue. New Rag
top, tires. 71.370 miles. No
rust. Asking $5250.00. Call
and ask for Beverly. Thorp WI.
Phone 715-669-3555.

:
For Sale:2 ton folding shop crane -
$100
612-850-4072 or
wrgingerich@gmail.com
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If you prefer to have your newsletter mailed
to you, membership fee is $35 (plus $1 for
partner’s voting privileges).

Join after September 1st and enjoy full
membership benefits through the remainder
of the current year and the entire next year.

Monthly Meetings

Minnesota Triumphs meets the second
Thursday of each month, during 2017 the
meetings will be at the:
Ol' Mexico Restaurante & Cantina
1754 Lexington Ave North
Roseville, MN 55113
Phone: 651-487-2847
Email: info@olmexico.com

About Minnesota
Triumphs Car Club
Minnesota Triumphs formed in 1981 when a
group of Triumph enthusiasts met for an
afternoon of fun and conversation at Fort
Snelling Park.

Since then, the club has grown to more than
150 members from throughout the Midwest.

Our activities include:
• Monthly meetings
• Social gatherings
• Tech sessions
• Road rallies
• Regional and national events

We welcome all Triumph enthusiasts,
whether you own a concourse-winning
showpiece, are restoring a diamond in the
rough, are searching for just the right addi-
tion to your garage or just appreciate the
marque.

Together we can locate those hard-to-find
parts and assist one another in keeping our
vehicles on the road. But most of all, the
club offers opportunities to explore some of
the best roads
in the region with others who enjoy the
Triumph experience.

Membership
Our membership year runs January 1
through December 31.

Annual membership is $25 (an additional $1
provides your partner with voting privileges
at our annual election of officers). With this
membership fee, your newsletter can be
seen on-line or you can pick up a hard copy
at the monthly meetings.
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The Minnesota Triumphs Club is dedicated to the preservation and enjoyment of the Triumph Marque.  It was
formed in 1981 and is a charter member of the Vintage Triumph Register.  Correspondence can be addressed to:

Minnesota Triumphs
4018 Emerson Avemue N
Minneapolis, MN 55412

Check our web site at:

www.mntriumphs.org

Membership meetings are on the SECOND THURSDAY of the month (except no meetings in November and Decem-
ber).  Meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at the Ol’ Mexico Restaurante & Cantina,  1754 Lexington Ave North,
Roseville, MN 55113, Phone: 651-487-2847, Email: info@olmexico.com.  Everyone is invited to attend, whether you are
a member or not.

Are you connected to the group? Do you get in on the
latest information?

We have an e-mail site you can easily join. It is Minnesota
Triumphs Yahoo mail.

Simply send an e-mail to
mntriumphsgroupsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
You don’t have to ask for anything, they will see your e-mail
address and take it from there.

mntriumphsgroup-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

2017 OFFICERS

President
   Jon B. Meier
    651-730-0943

President@mntriumphs.org
Vice Prez

Steve Greenstein
651-494-7214

   VicePresident@mntriumphs.org
Treasurer

Jill Davenport
(612) 202-8748
Treasurer@mntriumphs.org

VTR Liaison
Larry Sanderson
507-775-6940
VTRLiaison@mntriumphs.org

Regalia
Open position

Regalia@mntriumphs.org
Membership

Joe Demuth
612-521-5658
Membership@mntriumphs.org

Newsletter
Orrin McGill

763-755-7765
Newsletter@mntriumphs.org

Webmaster
Ron Ruettimann
715-381-3040
Webmaster@mntriumphs.org

Secretary
Bob Swanson
(763) 535-5540
Secretary@mntriumphs.org

Event Coordinator
Open Position

Events@mntriumphs.org
Historian

Greg Gelhar
763-424-6434
Historian@mntriumphs.org

Tech Sessions
Steve Shogren
651-454-2037
Techsessions@mntriumphs.org

Intermarque Liaison
Doug Burch
763 780 4706
Intermarqueliaison@mntriumphs.org

Past President
Terry Neumann
651-494-8186
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